
FEDERA L COMMUNICATIONS COMMISS ION 

W ASH INGTON 

OFFICE OF 
Tl-IC CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Peter Welch 
U.S. House of Reprcsentatives 
2303 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Welch: 

March 10. 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosw-e of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and 1 appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cuJTent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Fu11her, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new m ies expand the rcpor1ing under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

s=i;:Mf<-L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDE RAL C O MMUNICA TION S C OM MI SSI O N 

W AS H I N GTON 

OF'F'ICE OF' 

T HE C HAIRMAN 
March 10, 2016 

The Honorable Bonnie Watson Coleman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
126 Crumon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Watson Coleman: 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cun-ent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on Januru·y 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cuITent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

SinTuLL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS C OMM I SSION 

W AS H INGTON 

OFFICE O F 

T H E C H A IRMAN March 10, 2016 

The Honorable Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1114 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Wasserman Schultz: 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Yow· views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial controe' is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. l appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, / / . j 
)?;: /A)/7zl <-

Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHIN GTON 

OFFICE OF 

THE C HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Tim Walz 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1034 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Walz: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very impo11ant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to informatjon about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertis ing in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1tisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the rep01ting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

STuhL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMM UN ICATI O N S C OMMISS I ON 

W A SHINGT O N 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable Nydia M. Velazquez 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2302 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Velazquez: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have foc used on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission ' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1tisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1tising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, I / J 
J;:ftll~I~ 

Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C OMMUNICATI ONS COMMISSION 

W AS HINGT ON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRM"N 

The Honorable Filemon Vela 
U.S. House of Representatives 
437 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, O.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Vela: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's onl ine public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
wil.I shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate ful ly that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, I / j 

J;:UJl~I~ 
Tom Wheeler 



F ED E RAL C O MMUN ICAT IONS C OM M ISSION 

W A SHI NGTON 

O FFICE O F 
T H E: C HA IR MAN 

The Honorable Marc Veasey 
U.S. House of Representatives 
414 Cannon House Office Bui !ding 
Washington, D .C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Veasey: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosurn of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As yow· letter indicates, the cutTent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political adve1tising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1tising in the 
Commission's online public inspection ft le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Fu1ther, on January 28, 20 l 6, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast ractio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunl.ight on political and issue advertising. 1 appreciate folly that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

s~Jt[L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISS ION 

W ASHINGTON 

Of"f"ICE OF 

T H E C H AI RMA N 

The Honorable Juan C. Vargas 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1605 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Vargas: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertisi ng. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
wjl] shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that l 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, / / ) 

J;:UJ!~I~ 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFIC E OF 

THE C HAI RMAN 

The HonorabJe Chris Van Hollen 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1707 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Van Hollen: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for yow· letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Yow· views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cmrent definition of "editorial contro l" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about poJitical advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organ ization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online fi le requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing yom views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Si~uil 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMM I S S ION 

W AS H INGTON 

OFFICE OF 

T M E CHAI RMAN 

The Honorable Niki Tsongas 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1714 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Tsongas: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of pol i ticaJ advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. T 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of Ju ly 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 20 16, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cu1Tent "editorial control" definition and 
wi!J shi ne more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

3Tuk-l 
Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL C OMM U NICATIONS C OMMISSION 

W ASH IN GT O N 

OFFICe; OF 
THe: CHAIR MAN 

The Honorable Norma J. Tones 
U.S. House of Representatives 
5 l 6 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman TotTes: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Yow- views are very impo1iant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1tisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, / / j 

J;:/4A~I'--
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUN !CATIONS COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 

TlfE CHA IR MAN 

The Honorable Paul Tonko 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2463 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Tonk.o: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, T have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1iising in the 
Commission' s on line public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, I / J 
;;: ;/i)ikl~ 

Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMM UNICATIONS COMMISSION 

WAS H INGTON 

OFFI CE OF" 

THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Dina Titus 
U.S. House of Representatives 
401 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Titus: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political adve1tisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate yow- sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cunent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political adve11ising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1tisement's sponsor. Fmther, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editoriaJ control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fu lly that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely,..:> I / j 
}a;, "/4)/f<I c_ 

Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
T H E C HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Mike Thompson 
U.S. House of Representatives 
231 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Thompson: 

March l 0, 20 16 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
w1derstand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect yow· suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the onl ine file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, I j j 

;a:= UJ!fzl ~ 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C OMMU NICATIONS COMM I SSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
T H E CHAIRMA N 

The Honorable Mark Takano 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1507 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Takano: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cuil'ent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast rad io licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, uiL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C OMM UN I CATI ONS C OMMISS ION 

W ASHIN GTON 

OFFICE OP 

T>;E CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Mark Takai 
U.S. House of Representatives 
422 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Takai: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very impo1tant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cuffent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satell ite TV providers. broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
wi ll shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

STkAL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMM UN ICATIO N S C OMMISSION 

W ASH IN GTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRM AN 

The Honorable Eric Swalwell 
U.S. House of Representatives 
129 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Swalwell: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very impottant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission ' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the onJine file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cunent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not Jost. 

Sincerely, / j j 
J;: /d)Jfc-1~ 

Tom Wheeler 



F EDERAL COMMUNICATION S C OM MI SS ION 

WASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAI RM AN 

The Honorable Jackie Speier 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2465 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Speier: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commjssion to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cunent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the cunent "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. J appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go faither. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that l 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

Sincerely, I j j 
J;;t:UJi~I~ 

Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C OM MUN ICATI ONS C O M MISSION 

W AS H INGTON 

OFFICE OF 

T H E C H AIRM A N 

The Honorable Adam Smith 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2264 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Smith: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosw-e of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As yow- letter indicates, the cun·ent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection fi le database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
wiJI shine more sunlight on political and issue adve1tising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

T HAL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C OM MU NICATIONS COMM I SSION 

W AS HI NGTON 

Of"f"ICE OF 
THE CHAI AMAN 

The Honorable Louise M. Slaughter 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2469 Rayburn House Office Building 
Wasrungton, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Slaughter: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the cwTent definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the unjverse of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the onJine fi le requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

s~uil 
Tom Wheeler 
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Dear Congressman Sires: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your Jetter indicates, the current definition of ''editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, 1 have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
en ti ties required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political adve1tising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement' s sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertisi ng. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

~ui-L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C OMM U N ICATI ONS COMMISSION 

W AS HINGT ON 

OFFICE O F 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Brad Sherman 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2242 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Sherman: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very important, and l appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. T he Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public' s 
access to information about political advc1tising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. [appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that l 70 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

STkkL 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL C OMM UN ICATIONS C OMMISSION 

W AS H INGTON 
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THE C HAIRMAN 

The Honorable Terri A. Sewell 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1133 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congresswoman Sewell: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very impm1ant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. I 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission' s online public inspection file database. As o f July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an adve1tisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satelli te radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

s~u£-L 
Tom Wheeler 



FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 

W ASHINGTON 

OFFICE OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

The Honorable Robert C. Scott 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1201 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Scott: 

March 10, 2016 

Thank you for your letter urging the Commission to ensure the full disclosure of sponsors 
of political advertisements. Your views are very imp01tant, and I appreciate your sharing them 
with me. 

As your letter indicates, the current definition of "editorial control" is the sponsoring 
organization. The Commission has yet to conduct a proceeding to review the definition. 1 
understand you believe we should conduct such a proceeding, and I respect your suggestion. 

Since becoming Chairman of the Commission, I have focused on expanding the public's 
access to information about political advertising. For example, by broadening the universe of 
entities required to disclose the sponsoring organization of political advertising in the 
Commission 's online public inspection file database. As of July 2014, television broadcasters 
are required to identify an advertisement's sponsor. Further, on January 28, 2016, the 
Commission adopted rules to expand the online file requirements to include cable operators, 
satellite TV providers, broadcast radio licensees, and satellite radio licensees. 

These new rules expand the reporting under the current "editorial control" definition and 
will shine more sunlight on political and issue advertising. I appreciate fully that you believe the 
Commission should go farther. 

Thank you for sharing your views with us. The fact that 170 members of congress is a 
significant statement, the significance of which is not lost. 

TkkL 
Tom Wheeler 


